Soil Thermometer Quick Guide (Zone 9)

A soil thermometer is one of the simplest tools for gardening success. This guide shows you how to use it,
provides temperature ranges for common crops, and offers seasonal tips for Zone 9 gardeners.

j Step-by-Step Instructions

Insert the thermometer 2-4 inches into the soil (at planting depth).
Wait 1-2 minutes for the probe to stabilize.

Read the temperature on the dial or screen.

Take readings in several spots for accuracy.

Record morning temperatures in a garden journal for best consistency.

Ideal Soil Temperatures for Common Crops

Lettuce, Spinach - Minimum 35°F, Best 45-65°F
Peas - Minimum 40°F, Best 45-75°F

Carrots, Beets - Minimum 40°F, Best 50-75°F
Beans - Minimum 60°F, Best 65-85°F

Corn - Minimum 55°F, Best 60-95°F

Tomatoes, Peppers - Minimum 60°F, Best 65-85°F

Cucumbers, Squash - Minimum 60°F, Best 65-95°F

“ Seasonal Checklist (Zone 9)

Late Winter (Feb-Mar): Check before sowing peas, carrots, or lettuce.
Spring (Mar-Apr): Test soil before planting beans, corn, or squash.
Summer (May-Aug): Mulch to cool overly hot soil for lettuces or herbs.
Fall (Sep-Oct): Ensure soil is cooling before sowing brassicas.

Winter (Nov-Jan): Monitor soil for cool-season greens.




#. Journal Prompt

What area of your life feels like it's “not sprouting” yet? How might God be inviting you to trust His timing
instead of forcing results?

V£ Grace Note

Friend, soil doesn't lie—it tells the truth of readiness. So does God. May you find peace in the waiting,
trusting that in the right warmth and season, new growth will surely come.
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